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OUR VISION:
“To become a community of  

believers that is open and welcoming to 
anyone, no matter where they are 

on their faith journey, and is  
intentionally joining with Christ in His 

redemptive work and purposes in 
the world.”

OUR MISSION:
“To become, and help others 

to become, fully devoted  
followers of  Jesus 

Christ.”2

Red Cross Blood Drive
The FBC Activities Center is hosting a 
Red Cross Blood Drive on June 15 from 
11:00-3:30 p.m. in the gym. Someone 
needs blood every 2 seconds so come 
join us and save a life! Be sure to bring 
your photo I.D. Call Margaret at the 
Activities Center to sign up at 
799-7564. You can now speed up your donation time by using Rapidpass, which 
allows you to complete questions online instead of at the blood drive. Just visit 
redcrossblood.org/RapidPass and answer the questions! You must complete the 
online questions on the actual donation day: June 15th! All donors receive a 
free T-shirt!

Churches Don’t Exist to Serve 
Denominations

For most of the past year I’ve been privileged to serve as the 
Moderator for the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF). It’s been an 
incredibly busy year because lots of big things are happening.

 We live in a different time when it comes to the relationship between 
churches and denominational entities. There was a day and time in our 
country when people who were asked about their faith were more likely 
to identify themselves by their denomination rather than starting with 
the fact that they’re a Christian. “I’m a Baptist” or “I’m a Methodist” was 
an important identifying characteristic. Today, however, that is different. 
Denominational identity matters far less, and for the most part I’d say 
that’s a good thing. One of the things I say to folks who ask about CBF in 
our church is this, denominations exist to serve churches not the other way around. 
 Having said that, I’m happy to have given my time and energy as Moderator for CBF. CBF helps 
churches like ours carry out our mission. Six of our nine ministers hold degrees from four different 
CBF partner seminaries, and our church has sent fourteen other people to one of those schools to study. 
The very first conversation I ever had with someone about First Baptist, Wilmington was when Brett 
Younger and I served on a CBF work group that brought together pastors and professors to talk about 
ways that theological schools and churches could better utilize each other’s resources to make both 
entities better. Brett talked me into taking the phone call that Philip Sutton would place a few weeks later 
to ask me to speak with the First Baptist search committee. Those are just a few of the things that CBF 
helps churches accomplish.
 Of course I haven’t mentioned the one thing that CBF puts more time and energy into than anything 
else…missions. Locally, I’ve always seen our most important local mission partner as the Harrelson 
Center. They help us do a lot of things by bringing a lot of people together to make an impact on our 
community. Globally, I’ve always seen our most important mission partner as CBF. While our church’s 
primary mission is focused right here in our community, Jesus called us to be his witnesses in Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the earth. CBF helps us do what Jesus told us to do.
 One of the things I’ve been most excited about in my year as moderator is something BIG that is 
happening in CBF’s global mission strategy. In a few weeks people will come from all over the country 
to Greensboro for the 25th meeting of the CBF General Assembly. In Greensboro, I will ask those 
present to affirm a new strategic plan for global mission by CBF. For the past decade, CBF has increased 
the number of missionaries it sends by asking new missionaries to raise their own support. Having 
worked alongside missionaries in South Africa who were sent in this way, I can tell you that it takes 
time and effort communicating with people back here in the U.S. that could be used on the mission 
field itself. One of the most exciting aspects of CBF’s new strategic plan for global mission, however, 
is that it will fully fund every single missionary on the field…every single one! There are some 
denominational organizations that are pulling missionaries off the field right now, but CBF is seeking 
to increase its support now and in the future to guarantee that churches like ours will have an 
opportunity to partner with missionaries all over the world for years to come. 
 I’ll say it again, churches don’t exist to serve denominations, it’s the other way around. I’m glad to 
have given my time on your behalf by serving as Moderator for CBF; however, to invest in the work 
of one of our most important partners because I believe that CBF is helping you and I do what Jesus 
asked us to do. As a church our mission is to become, and help others become, fully devoted 
followers of Christ, I’m grateful that an organization like the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship is 
helping us do that by carrying out the Great Commission around the world. I think that’s not just 
worth my time, effort, and resources - it’s worth all of ours.

Worship 
Schedule

June 5
“Rising”

Luke 7:11-17
Matt Cook

June 12
“Love’s Perspective”

Luke 7:40-43
Matt Cook

June 19
Happy Father’s Day!

“Pentimento”
John 1:4

Jim Everette

June 26
“Focused”

Luke 9:51-62
Matt Cook

July 3
Freedom Service

(One Service downtown at 
10:30 a.m.)

“The Source of Freedom”
Exodus 6:1-7
Matt Cook
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New Faces at First Baptist! 

Surfs Up!
Surf Camp for the summer of 2016 will be July 
18-20 from 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. each day. Camp is 
designed for girls and boys, grades 4-12th. We will 
meet at the Activities Center each day and then head 
for the waves at Wrightsville Beach! There is no cost 
for the camp and we will have a “mission” 
emphasis by inviting participants from PORTIA 
HOUSE and the Karen Burmese community. It is 
also open to First Baptist members and their friends. 
Contact Don Vigus to sign up at 763-2471 or 
dvigus@fbcwilmington.org.

DOWNTOWN 
CUSTODIAN
Welcome Willie 

McMillian as our new 
part-time custodian. 

Willie is 62 years old and 
the brother of one of our 

former custodians, Gilbert. 
Willie was born in Wilm-
ington along with many 

other family members and 
raised in Brooklyn, NY. He 
has one son, Brandon, that 

also lives in Wilmington 
and just finished college. 

Willie is a VA veteran, 
active community volunteer 
and a member of St. Stevens 

AME in Scott’s Hill.

ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT

Welcome Twila Rosonet to 
our staff as the 

Assistant to Sr. Pastor, 
Connection and Care, and 

Engagement Ministries. Twila 
and her husband Gary are 
natives of Biloxi, MS and 

recently relocated from San 
Diego, CA to Wilmington for 

Gary’s work as Dr. of 
Audiology in the U.S. Naval 
Medical Service Corps. They 
are high school sweethearts 
and recently celebrated 34 

years of marriage. They have 
one daughter, Brennan Elyse, 
and reside in Porter’s Neck. 

Twila is a graduate of the 
University of Southern MS, 
Hattiesburg with a B.S. in 
Accounting. She enjoys 

spending time with family 
and friends, cooking, walking 

and painting.

We have some great staff and interns joining our team at First Baptist!

FBC CHILDREN 
SUMMER INTERN

Allison just completed her 
first year at UNCW where 

she is a Biology major. 
Allison has been an integral 

part of the children and 
youth ministries growing up 
at FBC. She accepted Christ 

her 7th grade year at the 
DNOW Fall Retreat. Allison 

has a love for young kids 
and brings great theater and 
singing experience that will 
help enhance the children’s 
ministry this summer. She 
will also be working with 
all the many volunteers 

that help lead the summer 
children camps.

FBC YOUTH 
SUMMER INTERN

Kaitlin just graduated from 
Liberty University with a 
BS in Church Ministries, 

concentrating in Women’s 
Ministry and Biblical 

Studies. She is originally 
from Wilson, NC. Kaitlin 
accepted Christ her 9th 

grade year at a Student Life 
Camp at Liberty. Kaitlin 
served last summer at a 

church in Georgia, and has 
been involved serving in a 
local church in Lynchburg 
while in college. She has a 
heart for young women, 

missions, and 
evangelism. Kaitlin feels 
called to ministry and is 
excited to explore more 

about that call and youth 
ministry this summer with 

us at FBC.



David graduated with a 
MD degree from UNC 
School of Medicine. In 
June he will begin a 
surgery residency at 
UMass in Worcester, MA. 
David is the son of Kathy 
and Clint Meyer.

Graduated from the 
University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill 
with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Global Studies with a 
Concentration in Global 
Health and Environment
with a Chemistry minor. 
Patrick is the son of Denise 
& Vick Griffin.

Emily Hope Cline, graduated 
December 12, 2015 from 
UNC-W with a B.A. in 
Psychology-Magna Cum 
Laude. She is completing an 
internship as a Court 
Mediator and will begin 
Law School at Wake 
Forest University in August. 
Emily is the daughter of 
Angela & Bill Cline.

Jackie Ferraiolo
graduated from 
Northeastern University 
with the highest GPA in 
the entire graduating 
class with a degree in 
Criminal Justice & 
Psychology and a minor 
in Spanish. Jackie is the 
granddaughter of Frank 
& Connie Piscetelli. 

     

Sharing Life Together L
Welcome New 

Members

Worship Schedule
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Ethan Trexler shared with the 
congregation that he professed 
faith in Christ recently and he 
will be baptized on June 26. 
Ethan is in the third grade at 
Town Creek Elementary School. 
He enjoys playing baseball, 
music and represented FBC as 
a participant in Bible Drills. He 
likes spending time with friends 
in the Children’s Ministry and 

CrossTraining on Wednesday nights. Ethan’s parents are Dawn and Daryl 
Trexler. We celebrate the decision Ethan has made to “become and help 
others become fully devoted followers of Jesus.”

Ethan Trexler

Dear First Baptist Family,
Thank you so much for the opportunity to serve 
for three years as your Minister of Pastoral Care. It 
was a marvelous blessing to be able to visit so many 
wonderful people. I consider each of them a 
national treasure. I am also grateful for all the kind 
words and for the beautiful picture of the First 
Baptist Church Building. The whole experience of 
recognition was overwhelming. I do not have 
adequate words to express my love, appreciation 
and gratitude to you. I am so thankful to be a part 
of such a wonderful and loving fellowship.
Prayerfully, 
Mary Margaret

A Note 
of Thanks From 
Mary Margaret 

Brooks



“Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s 
stead, 
        be ye reconciled to God.” 
                   - 2 Corinthians 5:20

The following memorials have been given generously, 
and we are deeply grateful:

     Memorial Gifts
General Fund

In memory of Mary Porter Lee
by Jean M. Grotgen

by Barbara & Harry Williams

In honor of Nancy Burkhart, 
Judi Thayer, Tracey Thayer 

for Mother’s Day
by Ron & Tracey Thayer

In memory of Thomas 
Eugene Brown

by Leon D. Brown

In memory of Chuck Liese
Harold W. Peterson, Jr.

Children’s Ministry
In memory of Chuck Liese

by Tom & Bettie Anne West

Habitat Home
In honor of Kelly & 

Michelle Willis
by Jennifer E. Johnson

Sr. Adult Ministry
In honor of Mary Margaret Brooks

by Janet & Fred Nelson

How 
Should We 
Praise God?
By Steven Thomason
In respect to our Lord, we should always approach 
God with thanksgiving and praise (Psalm 100). That 
is why, in the Traditional Service, the choir transitions 
us from the “Call to Worship” to the “Hymn of Praise” 
through an “Introit” (which receives its roots from the 
Latin introitus – to enter, when a psalm of praise is sung 
at the beginning of a Catholic mass). Deepwater fulfills 
this role in The Journey service through the beginning 
songs, which give us an avenue to lift our voices and 
spirits in praise to God. Even during the season of Lent, 
when we avoid singing or proclaiming “Hallelujah,” and 
the vestments transition from a deep purple to a somber 
black, we still take the opportunity to praise Him every 
time that we gather for worship.
We’ve established that moments of praise and 
thanksgiving happen often in our church, but why is it 
so important? I could throw some Bible verses out, and 
we could use a scriptural basis for praising God, like in 
the Psalms, or Hebrews 12, or in the later chapters of 
Exodus. But, I’d like to argue that there is not just one 
way to praise. Sometimes, like the Virgin Mary, our praise 
may exist quietly in our hearts, and we experience inner 
joy, without ever feeling the need to express it to all those 
around us. Sometimes, we want to jump and shout and 
clap our hands for joy because we can’t contain the 
excitement that our Savior consistently inspires in us. 
Sometimes, the quiet reverence of a still room after a prayer, 
sermon, or musical offering can be even more meaningful 
than the loud, raucous applause of an enthusiastic 
worshiping body.

So, this Sunday, when you come to praise God, praise God 
in your own way, and celebrate the many unique avenues 
through which we are given the opportunity to express our 
thanks.

Tuesday Noon 
Summer Schedule

Join us for Tuesday Noon this summer! Join us 
for a wonderful meal ($5/person) and time of
fellowship that is followed by a short devotional. 
Instead of meeting weekly, we have a special 
schedule this summer:

The updated schedule and menu are always on 
our website under the Worship tab. 

May Goals:
May Receipts:

 Missions Offering: $1,208.00

Jail Ministry
In memory of Connie Piscetelli

by Jim & Peggy Glass
by Lyn & Tammy Blizzard

by Jay & Judy Brown
by Robert & Vicki Daughtery

by the Wells Sunday School Class
by Margareta and David Lyerly

by Frances Arnold Paker
by Mary Kay Riordan

by FBC Diaconate
by Doug Lois Malone

by Doug & Beth Barbour
by Russ Fales

by Donna & Sid Livingston

Bereavement
In memory of Connie Piscetelli

by Ernestine Canady

Tuesday Night Feeding 
Ministry

In memory of Connie Piscetelli
by Joan B. Marshall

Local Missions
In honor of Mary Margaret Brooks

by Carolyn Pearce & 
Bettie Anne West

Attendance
 

Worship       587       550       688       548       623
Sunday         397         445        500        361        426
School      

MAY
15

MAY 
22

MAY
29

June 14
June 28
July 12

$180,365.00
$190,721.54

YTD Goals:
YTD Receipts:

$837,092.00
$817,503.23

May 2016 GivingMAY
8
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July 26
August 9

In Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to Beth Lennon on the loss of her 

mother, Mildred Ann Williams Johnson, on May 7.
Christian sympathy is extended to Kathy Ellis on the loss of her mother, 
Amber Crumpler Kornegay on May 13.

Christian sympathy is extended to Frank Piscetelli on the loss of his wife, 
Connie, on May 17th. Connie served as a Deacon of First Baptist Church, 
and was a member for 23 years.

Christian sympathy is extended to Marcy Lahetta on the loss of 
her sister, Mavis Strieter, on May 24 in Michigan. 

Christian sympathy is extended to Betsy Beer on the loss of her mother, 
Corrine Tyberg, on May 28.
Christian sympathy is extended to Beth Hughes on the loss of her father, 
Fib Bowen, on June 1. Fib was a member of FBC for 57 years.

August 23
September 6

MAY
1



Habitat Build 
Continues Through July

Volunteers have been hard at work on the Habitat house that is being 
built for Tameka Nixon and her family which includes a son, Joshua and 
a daughter Kamahra who is a member of First Baptist. We will continue 
building each Saturday from 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. The schedule below 
shows which project we will do each Saturday. Contact Don at 619-4800 or 
dvigus@fbcwilmington.org if you would like to volunteer for any of the work 
days and help build a home for this great family! 

        

Jr. Discipleship
Retreat Recap

Forty-three 5th and 6th graders, youth and chaperones 
spent the weekend at Fort 

Caswell for Jr. Discipleship 
Retreat April 29 through May 

1. They explored foundations of 
our faith and enjoyed great fun 

and fellowship with one another 
through the theme “He’s Got the 

Whole World in His Hands”. 

Come Explore Beautiful 
Georgetown, SC

Join us Thursday, July 21 for a day trip to Georgetown, SC. We 
will enjoy a three-hour cruise up the peaceful rivers around 
beautiful Georgetown. We will ride past plantation mansions, see 
where rice was grown, learn how the rice was floated by barge to 
sell and just enjoy being on the water. We will leave the Activities 
Center at 6:30 a.m. for this excursion. Cost for the bus and boat 
ride is $38/person. Lunch will be Dutch treat on the waterfront 
after the boat tour. We plan to arrive back in Wilmington around 
5:00 p.m. Please sign up and send trip dues before Wednesday, July 13. Contact Margaret at 799-7564 or 
mjohnson@fbcwilmington.org.

Family Bike Ride a Fun Day For All
Another fabulous family bike ride complete. We had around 19 friends arrive at the 
Activities Center on a perfect Saturday morning  
for a ride to Halyburton Park via the Cross City 
Trail. We enjoyed a wonderful picnic lunch with 
sandwiches, chips and fruit after some play time in 
the park. The kids enjoyed the playground while 
others took a few extra laps around the park loop. 

Fun and fellowship was 
had by all!

Vinyl Siding   
Vinyl Siding   
Painting 
Porches & Hardware

 Saturday, June 11       
 Saturday, June 18       

Saturday, July 16        
Saturday, July 23        

Habitat Build Schedule (8-3 p.m. each Saturday)

  
              6



“Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s 
stead, 
        be ye reconciled to God.” 
                   - 2 Corinthians 5:20

A Special 
Evening at  

“Be the Light” Event 
Over 100 teenagers and parents came out for the second “Be the Light” 

event this year on April 22 at the FBC Activities Center. A night of 
worship was led by the Justin Teseniar Band from Georgia. 200 blessing 

bags were also put together to benefit the Help Hub at the Harrelson 
Center. Youth groups from Baptist, Episcopal, Presbyterian, Catholic, 
Hispanic church, and a 
Community church were 
represented. It was such 
a beautiful image of the 
Kingdom of God in 
Wilmington. A big thank 
you to the Youth Ministry 
Team for all their help 
behind the scenes, and 
everyone who donated 
bottled water and 
cookies!

This Independence Day, over 150 students from across the country are coming to serve in our 
local community. These youth groups will be staying at our Activities Center where they will eat, 
sleep, and worship all week. During the day they will serve our community by working on homes 
selected by Wilmington Area Rebuilding Ministry (WARM). Please keep this week and these 
young people in your prayers! We are also seeking a few specific donations for the week.

Our goal is for each participant to walk out to the job site each morning with a bottle of water and a 
bottle of Gatorade so they can stay hydrated. The desserts are what we will serve at dinners each night 
and for snacks. Drinks can be dropped off at the Activities Center anytime in June. If you are willing 
to donate a dessert or two, please contact one of our meal coordinators to schedule your preferred 
drop off day the week of July 2-9, contact Donna Carr at 910-616-6842 or Lois Corder at 
910-791-4411. They will be happy to receive your donations! We appreciate all your support! Please 
feel free to come out to the Activities Center any night that week and see how God is moving in 
the life of our community!

6th Graders 
Say “Aloha” to 
Youth Ministry!

On Sunday, May 22 our children and youth 
ministries partnered together for the 2nd 
Annual Aloha Night for our 6th grade students 
and parents. Aloha means both “hello” and 
“goodbye” and this was a special evening as 
our 6th graders crossed the bridge from 
Children’s Ministry to Youth Ministry at FBC. 
The 7th grade students and parents did a 
phenomenal job hosting, decorating, and 
providing the meal. We are excited to see how 
God will use these students and families over 
the next six years in the student ministry.
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    Join us for the Celebration of Freedom worship service on Sunday, July 3rd at 10:30 a.m. There will be 
ONE SERVICE held in the Sanctuary that day and there will not be Sunday school. There will be a 
special breakfast in Fellowship Hall at 9:00 a.m. for those that have been members of the church for 50 
years or more. As part of the service on Sunday, July 3rd, we will recognize veterans of the US Armed 
Forces as well as active service personnel. 
For this service, we would like to use pictures of all church members and regular attenders who have 
served or are serving in our armed forces. Please send us a digital photo of you in your uniform (oldies 
are goodies!) to Trosonet@fbcwilmington.org or bring it to the church office and it can be scanned for 
you NO LATER THAN June 20th.  
 ALSO, we will be making prayer cards available at the conclusion of our worship service on July 3rd 
with names of men and women who are currently serving in our armed forces for folks to take with 
them and commit to pray for the person named. If you have a close friend or relative whose name you 
would like to appear on one of those cards, please submit their name, branch of service, and where 
they are serving to the church office (trosonet@fbcwilmington.org) NO LATER THAN June 20th.


